Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani,
Office of the Mayor

City Hall

New York, New York 10007

Peter Vallone, Speaker

The Council

City Hall

New York, New York 10007

Dear Mayor Giuliani/ Peter Vallone

As you no doubt know, a development project has been proposed for the site
now occupied by Socrates Sculpture Park. I am writing to you about this
because I know of your tremendous and enduring commitment to the arts
and education and that you have had a vital role in sustaining these
communities in New York City. Socrates Sculpture Park is the only
institution of its kind in New York. It provides unique opportunities for
artists and visitors to interact, It provides extensive educational programming
to public schools and youth centers throughout the City bringing the arts to
communities that have limited access to them. It provides essential open
space and services to its neighbors. Socrates attracts over 30,000 visitors
annually and its extensive coverage in the national and international press
continue to help make New York the cultural capital of the world.

In 1995, Socrates Sculpture Park was chosen as part of a national contest as
one of sixty three Great American Public Places putting it in such company as
the Brooklyn Bridge and Central Park. Its destruction would be an irreparable
loss to Queens and to the City of New York. It would take away a key
component of the burgeoning arts nexus in Queens and it would take away a
park built by the neighborhood for the neighborhood and replace it with

luxury housing that does not take into account the needs of the local
community.

I urge you to do everything you can to stop this proposal which would destroy
a unique internationally acclaimed cultural institution.

Sincerely,
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